
The Lenten and Easter 

Season is just around the 

corner, it is my favorite 

time of the year. I pray that 

your Lenten journey be 

one that helps you dis-

cover Jesus and your 

Catholic faith on a deeper 

level.   

As always, if you have any 

questions or concerns 

please feel free to contact 

me. 

Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

cause of our joy, pray for us.  

Kathleen Neher, MSW,LSW 

 

 

 

 

 

As I sit and reflect on all 

that is happening with the 

association I cannot help 

but feel so thankful to God 

for this association and all 

the faithful and dedicated 

members that have joined.  

I pray daily for CSWNA and 

all its members and I re-

dedicate this association 

to Mary everyday. Yet, I 

must admit there are 

times when I am surprised 

with the many doors God 

opens for the association.   

The 2010 annual confer-

ence is just around the 

corner.  Please plan to join 

us in sunny Florida! The 

planning committee has 

worked extremely hard 

this year trying to keep the 

cost of attending to a mini-

mum.  We also have many 

excellent speakers lined 

up discussing topics from 

Caring for the elderly, 

Adult survivors of child-

hood abuse, Ethics, Mar-

riage & Family to mention 

a few.  Please check the 

website in the upcoming 

month for conference reg-

istration.  See you in June! 

The Board of Directors 

recently appointed Ronald  

San Nicolas Ph.D. as Di-

rector of Education. And 

John Migueis, LCSW as 

Secretary to the Board.  

Both individuals bring with 

them a wealth of experi-

ence and talent that will 

greatly benefit CSWNA.  

Kathleen Neher, our presi-

dent and founder, has been 

producing our newsletters 

for the past three years.  

She’s made repeated re-

quests for help and this 

edition is a first attempt at 

a format that will allow all 

members to be more in-

volved.   Member Gwen 

Hall has agreed to edit  the 

newsletter, but she can not 

write it alone.  While some 

information will need to 

come from our officers and 

board, we also need mem-

bers’ input and assistance. 

Because we need to get to 

know each other, a mem-

ber will be highlighted each 

edition;  please allow your-

self to be interviewed, if 

contacted by Gwen or an-

other contributing member.  

Get or make a digital photo-

graph of yourself, if you 

don’t already have a favor-

ite to email.   (continued on 

page 3) 
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 CSWNA has contracted 

with Regis University  for 

all members to receive a 

discount on education. 

Regis University ―educates 

men and women of all 

ages to take leadership 

roles and to make a posi-

tive impact in a changing 

society. Standing within 

the Catholic and United 

States traditions, we are 

inspired by the particular 

Jesuit vision of Ignatius 

Loyola‖.  Regis University 

has agreed to offer a 10% 

tuition discount to all 

CSWNA members who 

enroll in program eligible 

CPS courses beginning 

January 2010.  If you are 

interested and would like 

more information about 

this wonderful opportunity 

to take online courses or 

attend a class on campus 

please contact  CSWNA at 

cswna@catholic.org.  

CSWNA has also con-

tracted with CEU School 

for members who like to 

get those CEUS online.  

Register with CEU School 

and receive 3 free credits.   

Remember to register as a 

member of CSWNA as the 

association receives a 

percentage of the fees 

paid.  If you have any 

questions please contact 

CSWNA at 

cswna@catholic.org.  

Remember to use Good 

Search as your search 

engine when surfing the 

internet and indicate 

CSWNA as your charity.  

is working hard to keep 

the cost of the conference 

low so more people can 

attend.  Dorm room hous-

ing is available for atten-

dees at a cost of $45.00 

per night. They are also 

working on planning a 

family night out in Naples.  

In addition, transportation 

will be provided to and 

from Ft. Myers airport.  

 June 18-20, 2010 

CSWNA Annual Confer-

ence will be held at Ave 

Maria University in Ave 

Maria, Florida.  Our Key-

Note Speaker is Johnnette 

Benkovic, founder of Liv-

ing His Life Abundantly 

International Inc. and 

Women of Grace.   

The conference committee 

More information will be 

forthcoming. If you have 

any suggestions please 

contact us at 

cswna@catholic. Org.  

 

A S S O C I A T I O N  N E W S  *  D I S C O U N T E D  A N D  F R E E  C O N T I N U I N G  E D  U N I T S  

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  *  A N N U A L  C O N F E R E N C E  

Alabama.  I then at-

tended Berea College in 

Berea, KY, where I 

earned a BA in Psychol-

ogy.  I have been mar-

ried for almost a year 

and a half to my wife, 

Joanna, a master of 

Divinity student at Lou-

isville Presbyterian 

Theological Seminary.  

In my role as an at-large 

Board member, I hope 

to represent the mem-

bers at large, with a 

special interest in the 

needs and concerns of 

student members.‖ 

 

Jimmie will be serving a 

three-year term on the 

CSWNA board. 

M E M B E R  S P O T L I G H T  *  J I M M I E  R I T T M A N N  

 Jimmie Rittman is a 2nd 

year graduate student 

in the Social Work pro-

gram at Kent School of 

Social Work at Univer-

sity of Louisville in Lou-

isville, Kentucky, work-

ing on a Masters of So-

cial Work with a spe-

cialization in Alcohol 

and Drug Counseling. 

 

― I am originally from a 

small town in Central 
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The CSWNA Newsletter is 

published by the Catholic Social 

Workerõs National Association on 

a quarterly basis to inform and 

inspire its membership. Current 

and past editions are available 

online at cswna.org in the 

Members section.  Submissions, 

suggestions and criticisms are 

welcome and should be submitted 

to: CSWNA P.O. Box 498531, 

Cincinnati, OH 45249-8531.  



If you are sponsoring an event or edu-

cational opportunity  that would inter-

est our members, please submit the 

date and details.   We are also looking 

for inspiration, so send your favorite 

quotation or an original prayer or 

poem.  Let’s storm heaven for each 

other;  email your prayer requests and 

let us know when the prayers are an-

swered.  Tell us about advocacy op-

portunities or analyze one of NASW’s 

policies and contrast it with Catholic 

teaching.  Tell us about a resource that 

you’ve discovered that might benefit 

members or their clients.  Last, but not 

least, let us know whether or not the 

newsletter is meeting your needs.  We 

are interested in your suggestions and 

criticisms.  Email them with your sub-

missions to Gwen Hall at 

ghall@cdlex.org or 

ghallmsw@juno.com. 

MEMBERSô INPUT NEEDED  F O R  N E W S L E T T E R  

( F R O M  P A G E  O N E )  

Pray for the strength to persist today 

  Anonymous 

 

òWell trained silence has more eloquence 

than speechó 

 Martin Farquahar Tupper 

òI command you:  be firm and steadfast!  

Do not fear nor be dismayed, for the Lord 

your God, is with you wherever you go. 

  Joshua 1:9 

E C H O E S  ( ( ( ( ( ( ( (  

W o r d s  o f  w i s d o m  w o r t h  r e p e a t i n g  

Donõt give up on a rainy day, the sun will 

shine again 

Donõt give up on loving, practice loving  

Donõt give up on a task, perseverance will 

help you finish 

Donõt give up on a friend, he may be in 

pain 

Donõt give up on a client, she may recover 

tomorrow 

Donõt give up on yourself, your potential 

has not been reached 
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CSWNA was consecrated to Mary 

on March 25, 2007 

       CSWNA Prayer Intentions 

Let us Pray 

 

For the people of Haiti as they recover 

from the earthquake 

 

That our countryõs efforts to improve 

health care will respect the life, dignity, 

consciences and health of all, especially 

the poor and vulnerable 

 

For our clients that they may see Godõs 

providential care through our services 

 

For our members that we may deepen our 

commitments to God and clients through 

our interactions, support and prayer for 

each other. Amen.  

 

Gwen Hall with Grandson, Luke 
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 ADVOCACY ALERT***HEALTH CARE REFORM 

 The United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops urges us to advocate for òa fair and just 

health care reform billó that includes: 

¶ provisions against abortion funding 

¶ provisions in favor of conscience protection 

¶ affordability 

¶ immigrantsõ access to health care. 

The House bill passed Nov. 7 reaffirmed the long-

standing policy against elective abortions and in-

cluded measures on affordability and immigrants.  

The Senate bill passed on December 24 requires 

federal funds to subsidize and promote health plans 

that cover elective abortions.  NEITHER bill has ade-

quate conscience protection for health care provid-

ers, plans or employers.  To send a pre-written, in-

stant e-mail to Congress go to www.uscb.org/action.  

Or leave a message at (202) 224-3121.  Congres-

sional contact info can be found at www.house.gov 

and  www.senate.gov. 

www.foryourmarriage.org is an initiative of the 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops offer-

ing a plethora of marriage-friendly tools, including 

tips, quizzes, dating sites, helpful articles for par-

ticular problems, wedding planning, books, blogs 

and the Bishops’ Pastoral Letter.   

R E S O U R C E S 
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C O M P A R E & C O N T R A S T 

NASW on HEALTH CARE REFORM 

NASW’s January 11, 2010 letter to George Miller, 

Chairman of the House Committee on Education 

and Labor, advocated for affordability and numer-

ous other provisions, including this statement 

which appears to call for government-funded elec-

tive abortion and contraceptive services: 

Å òImprove overall care for women by ensuring 

access to safe and legal reproductive health ser-

vices, and by enhancing gender equity by eliminat-

ing preexisting conditions as a barrier to coverage‖ 

Read the letter at:  

http://www.socialworkers.org/advocacy/healthcar

ereform/documents/100111%20Ltr%20RE%20-

%20Health%20Care%20Reform%20Agreement%2

0to%20Congressman%20Miller.pdf. 

Special Thanks for our benevolent sponsors 

E D U C A T I O N A L   O P P O R T U N I T I E S 

Catholic Charities USA is celebrating its centennial—

100 years of service, advocacy and convening– in 

2010 with a series of Centennial Summits throughout 

the country and its annual gathering to be held Sep-

tember 24-28 in Washington, DC.  For more informa-

tion, go to: 

http://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/NetCommunity/c

entennial.  Summits will be held in Atlanta, GA Febru-

ary 24 and in Nashville, TN March 25. 


